
SAT and ACT Information 
 

 
Current juniors who plan to attend a four-year college in the Fall of 2012 should take the SAT’s 
and/or ACT during the spring of their junior year. However, in some cases, students who elect to 
take the SAT Subject Tests may want to test earlier for the Subject Test. For example, if a student 
chooses World History for one of the subjects, the student should take the World History test in 
late spring of their sophomore year, while the subject matter is fresh. Juniors should have all the 
necessary SAT’s and/or ACT completed by the end of their junior year. This will give them 
time to repeat tests, if necessary, during the fall of their senior year, (December may be too 
late for some colleges).  
 
The SAT Reasoning Test includes a writing section. Students will be asked to write an essay. 
Students must use a pencil and can choose to print or write in cursive. The critical reading section 
will include short and long reading passages. The math section will include items from third-year 
college-preparatory math (Algebra II).  
  
The ACT, a different brand of college test, is an acceptable alternate for the SAT Reasoning Test 
(SAT I) at the University of California, the California State University, and many other four-year 
colleges and universities. The ACT includes a science section as well as reading, and math.  The 
new ACT will include a writing test for an additional fee.  Be sure to add the writing test to your 
registration since it is not automatically included in the ACT.    
 
Class of 2012 – SAT Subject Test scores may be considered in the evaluation of your application, 
but they no longer will be required by the UC system. 
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